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Brett Wachsmith from graduation in
2002 from basic training and infantry school at Fort Benning, GA
County Treasurers that served our country in the armed forces:
David Griffiths, Ron Strabbing, Kirke Sievers and Brett Wachsmith
(pictured above).

2 0 1 5 L E A N T R A N S F O R M AT I O N
CONFERENCE
There is a lot of talk about LEAN lately. Several Treasurers have recently shared Lean
analysis and improvement efforts at their
counties. The State Lean Transformation
Conference is an annual event primarily for
state employees and leaders but they are offering slots for local government and tribal members to attend. This year the conference was held October 20-21 and attended by Duane Davidson and Gordon Heimbigner.
There was also
staff from Scott
Matheson’s office
in attendance. The
cost was free. If
you are interested
in attending next
years conference
please visit their
webpage by clicking here. Registration for 2016 is not available yet but the website will give
you valuable information about the past conferences and what you could
expect by attending next year’s conferNovember 2015
ence.
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State Auditor Local Government Advisory
Committee– Josie Koelzer
LGAC Meeting Oct 22, 2015

Pension Update: GASB 68 Implementation, the SAO is developing the implementation guide, BARS update (instructions, notes, RSI) for all plans for both
GAAP and cash basis governments and they will be final before year-end.
SAO Outreach: The outreach teams for the Local Government Support (LGC) and the Local Government Performance Center (LGPC) are offering BARS roundtables throughout the state they are being offered from now until end of the year. Over 500 local governments have registered , Topics discussed are BARS changes, GASB 68, online filing, and the LGPC resources available. The flier is
on the SAO website, most roundtables dates are full, except December 9 th downtown Seattle.
The LGS team will be offering an annual report filing workshop in two formats after the first of the
year, this is an extension of a pilot project referred to as a Wednesday workshop held one Wednesday per month in Olympia where local governments attend and get help with their annual report filings.
The LGPC team facilitated a panel of local government representatives at the recent Washington
State Government Lean Transformation (WSGLT) conference, released a new web version of the
Financial Intelligence Tool (FIT) on August 7 to most cash basis local governments, coordinated with
LGS to communicate information about center resources, improving their web page and usability of
local government resources and providing webinar and e-learning resources.
BARS Update: The biggest changes are related to the implementation of GASBS 68 and revision in
the chart of account. Changes will include new accounts (mostly GAAP entities), revisions to definition of existing accounts and relocation of some to accommodate the risk pools and housing authorities requirement to submit Schedule 01. Other updates include revisions and clarification. The only
new requirement (not applicable to 2015 yet) included in the BARS update will be GASBS 77 Tax
Abatement Disclosures also reviewing the cash basis note disclosures to ensure their compliance
with reporting and auditing standards.

WA S C / WAC O R e g i o n a l L e g i s l at i v e M e e t i n g s
Duane Davidson,
Audrey McLean, and
Gordon Heimbigner
join Scott Blonien
(WACO) and Josh
Weiss (WSAC) and
others at the Southeast Regional Legislative meeting on October 14th in Dayton.
THANK YOU to all the County Treasurers that attended these regional meetings around the
state to promote our legislative priorities and
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build relationships with our legislators.

CONGRATULATIONS
to two of our
Treasurer
Profiles

members for their re-election in the
3rd General Election.
DAVIDNovember
Griffiths
Left- Kirke Sievers , Snohomish County
CHELAN County
Treasurer
Treasurer
Right-Steve Oliver, Whatcom County
Treasurer

WAC O B oa r d o f T ru s t e e s R e t r e at /
Wor k s h o p
The WACO Affiliate Presidents were invited to attend the first day of the recent WACO Board of
Trustees’ workshop/retreat held in Vancouver on October 27& 28. There was penalty of good discussions about how to improve the conference and improving WACO’s service to its members.
I conveyed to the group the concerns I have heard most from Treasurers:


Refrain from scheduling future conferences and meetings at month-end as it is very difficult,
especially for our smaller counties to attend with month end reports due at this time or even
more importantly, tax due days.



We value the time at the conference when we can meet with other affiliates, especially the Assessors and Auditors. With that said, there still is a concern the overall length in time for the
conference is too long and needs to be condensed, if possible.



If WACO changes the due date for our priority legislation we would prefer they set a date after
our July/ August legislative meeting.



It would be desirable if the Washington
State Association of Prosecuting Attorneys could provide a review of our proposed legislation to avoid incomplete
or conflicting legislation .

Scott Blonien, Executive Director shared
information about the recent memorandum of understanding (MOU) signed between WACO and the
Washington State County Auditor’s Association. It is his desire that all affiliate groups enter into a
MOU with WACO. More information about this proposition will be coming your way soon!

Duane
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Duane A Davidson, Editor.
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Chelan County Officials and employees standing in front of the former Chelan County Courthouse on
Wenatchee Ave during the move to the new courthouse. Bessie Lewis is identified with the red circle in the
middle of the group. This picture was taken on July 7, 1924, which happened to be Bessie's 44th birthday.
The portrait hanging in the window is of President Calvin Coolidge. Authorization to use photograph was
given to for the WSACT Newsletter by the Wenatchee Valley Museum & Cultural Center, #90-56-73.
Reproduction of this photograph requires the written permission of the WVM&CC.
Bessie Lewis, Former Chelan County Treasurer
Elizabeth (Bessie) Carr was born June 7, 1880 to Irvine T & Emma
Carr in Evansville, Indiana where her father was employed as a railroad engineer. At 22 years old Bessie married Chester Lewis in
Chicago, but soon the couple moved to Chelan County, where
Chester was employed as a carpenter. After raising her family, Bessie sought employment in the Chelan County Treasurer’s office and
later was elected the County Treasurer. Bessie was a longtime
member of the Washington Business & Professional Women and
served as their president and presided at the state convention of
that organization in Yakima in June 1926. She was very involved in
the campaign efforts for Herbert Hoover in eastern Washington.
She was a lifetime Rebecca Lodge member of the IOOF Lodge as
well as a member of the Astral Chapter of the Order of the Eastern
Star (Masonic) in Wenatchee.
Bessie was president of the Washington State Association of County Treasurers in 1931. After serving as the first president of the
Wenatchee Soroptimists she was later elevated to the regional director position for the Pacific Northwest region in 1934. Her husband Chester passed away in 1934. After two terms as County
Treasurer she did not run for re-election and in 1936 she married
the former Chelan County Assessor, and recent widower, Ernest G
Spencer. Together they operated an orchard outside of Wenatchee
but later relocated to Los Angeles, California. Bessie was later a
nurse and medical office manager. She passed away at 93 years
old on August 10, 1973 in California.

This Ribbon Badge is for the
Auditor/ Treasurer Conference in
Seattle in 1931, the year Bessie
Lewis was president of WSACT.

