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Most Common Pathways
*Note: Often different meanings for Planning and Assessor

• Boundary Line Adjustment
• Minor changes to existing property lines between parcels

• Lot Consolidation
• Planning: Elimination of shared boundary line between legal parcels 

under common ownership into a single lot of record

• Assessor: Combining parcels for taxing purposes only (legally two 
parcels)

• Segregation
• Planning: Division of land (exempt from platting) to create new parcels

• Assessor: Splitting a single tax parcel into multiple parcels for 
taxation purposes



DISCLAIMER NOTE:
 

Processes for BLA’s and segregations 
will differ from county to county.



Exempt/Large Lot Segregation Definition

• RCW 58.17.040(6)
• Divisions of land into lots or tracts each of which is one-one 

hundred twenty-eighth of a section of land or larger, or five acres 
or larger if the land is not capable of description as a fraction of a 
section of land, unless the governing authority of the city, town, or 
county in which the land is situated shall have adopted a 
subdivision ordinance requiring plat approval of such divisions.

• Main Takeaways:
• Creation of new legal lots that are exempt from State’s 

subdivision/platting process.



Why Segregate Property?
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Boundary Line Adjustment (BLA) Definition

• RCW 58.17.040(6)
• A division made for the purpose of alteration by adjusting boundary 

lines, between platted or unplatted lots or both, which does not 
create any additional lot, tract, parcel, site, or division nor create any 
lot, tract, parcel, site, or division which contains insufficient area 
and dimension to meet minimum requirements for width and area 
for a building site.

• Main Takeaways:
• No new lots created (same number or fewer)

• Parcels must be buildable



Common Reasons for a BLA
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Benton County BLA/Segregation Process:
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Assessors' involvement in 
the Boundary Line 

Adjustment  process



The Assessor’s office finalizes the adjustment to 
the county record once all of the other 

departments and processes are complete.



What needs to be completed before the 
Assessor can change the county record 
and cadastral map?
• The Jurisdiction (County or City) must have all of the 

application requirements met for the building and planning 
department to approve the boundary line adjustment.  

• The approval, which will include a survey showing the before 
and after legal description and map will be recorded along 
with the approval from the jurisdiction.

• Taxes must be paid on parcels affected prior to approval and 
recording of the BLA

• The final step for the property owner is to file deeds 
transferring the property to affect the BLA and make it go 
into affect.  



What happens if the property owner 
doesn’t file deeds?



How does the Assessor know when a 
boundary line adjustment has been 

completed?
• In my county we do periodic recording queries in the 

auditor’s system and pull all BLA’s and surveys that have been 
recorded.  



What happens if a BLA is recorded but no 
deeds are filed?

• If a BLA is not recorded, it does not take affect.



What happens if the BLA is completed in 
the planning and building department 

and approved but the taxes are not paid?
• The assessor’s office can not make changes to the property 

line records or legal descriptions on any of the parcels 
affected until all of the taxes have been paid on all parcels 
affected by the BLA.

• Typically this means the Assessor has to wait until after 2nd 
half taxes are paid on all parcels before we can change our 
records.  

• Why is that the case?  It’s because the new boundary lines will 
have new tax liability (value) and we have to clear out taxes 
on the before BLA land value prior to creating the new after 
BLA value and tax.



If you have any of the issues discussed, 
consider looking at your processes and 

work with your planning department to 
tighten up the requirements for BLA 

approval.









FINAL STEPS - RECORDING

❖ The survey gets recorded with updated legal descriptions

❖ This is not binding, does not change ownership of new legals

❖ A deed must be recorded to change the legal descriptions

❖ This is binding, and the last step to complete process
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Questions?
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