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What is a Coroner?
-The County Coroner is the elected official tasked with overseeing the medicolegal system of a county.

-The medicolegal system is a unique confluence of investigative and medical skill sets.

-The Coroner is responsible for the final culmination of both the investigative and medical side of a
death investigation for deaths in their jurisdiction.

What Does a Coroner Do?

What Deaths Does the County Coroner Investigate?

The County Coroner investigates all deaths that are:

- Violent,sudden,or unusual - Related to accident or injury, either old or recent
- Unattended by a physician in the last 20 days - Homicide,suicide,or accidental

(other than in hospice care) - Due to criminal acts

- Of an unidentified individual - Due to SIDS

While there is a requirement to investigate a death, that does not mean that there is a requirement to
conduct an autopsy.

How Does the County Coroner Investigate the Cause of Death?
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How Does the County Coroner Investigate the Manner of Death?

In order to investigate the manner of death the County Coroner has legal authority to properly
carry out their job, such as:

-Subpoena powers
-HIPPA exemptions for medical records and information

-After gathering the investigative materials a Coroner may determine that the manner of death was
natural, accidental, homicidal, suicidal, pending, or indeterminate.

What is the Different Between a Coroner and Medical Examiner?

The Coroner / Medical Examiner System by County:
Washington is an elected County Coroner state with two exceptions:

-In counties under 40,000 in population, the elected County Prosecutor serves as ex-officio County
Coroner (currently 14 counties™).

-Charter counties can adopt their own medicolegal system. In six of the seven counties they have

adopted a Medical Examiner system. One county has adopted a Prosecutor/Coroner system.

*Douglas County currently exceeds 40,000 residents and will move to an elected County Coroner
system at the next election of county officials.




