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•Overview of Legislature
•Establishing and Maintaining 
Positive Legislative Relations
• The Process – from concept to 
governor’s desk
•Keep track of what’s going on 
– timing & tools
•Meeting with legislators during
session
•Testifying before committees



• House and Senate
• 49 legislative districts
• Each district – 1 senator and 

2 representatives Legislature 
convenes 2nd Monday in January

• Sessions alternate 105 days odd 
years (biennial budget) and 60 
days even years

• Interim = time between sessions



District Finder:http://app.leg.wa.gov/DistrictFinder/

http://app.leg.wa.gov/DistrictFinder/


•When? Interim – when real conversation is possible.
•Relationships cultivated during interim last into session.
•Why should they want to know you better?
•Constituent? Expertise? Influence?
•. . and you are polite, respectful and want to help.

•Other venues – town halls, interim committee meetings, check 
their webpage – invite them to visit.
• Thank them for past support; ask about their, then share your,
objectives for future.
•Build relationship and understanding with leg / caucus staff.



•During session:
•make an appointment via their leg assistant; don’t  expect more than 5-10 minute 
appointment
• focus on specific legislation of that session
• be prepared and informed
•Professional expertise on issue
•Position of stakeholders
• Facts and figures on cost / benefit of bill
• stories matter! Real people, in their district

•Ask WACO for help!



•Agency and Executive Request
•Governor’s budget
•Where do legislators get their 
bill ideas?
•Bill to Law Steps



◗Caucus priorities
◗Agency and Executive Request
◗Governor’s budget
https://ofm.wa.gov/

◗Organization / Association policy 
agendas

https://ofm.wa.gov/




http://leg.wa.gov/LIC/Documents/EducationAndInformation/Guide%20to%20Reading%20a%20Bill.pdf

http://leg.wa.gov/LIC/Documents/EducationAndInformation/Guide%20to%20Reading%20a%20Bill.pdf


• Health Care and Wellness
• Environment and Energy
• Public Safety
• Appropriations
• Rules
• Capital Budget
• Finance
• Civil Rights and Judiciary
• Local Government
• State Government and Tribal 

Relations
• Transportation

• Education
• Innovation, Technology and 

Economic Development
• Human Services and Early 

Learning
• College and Workforce 

Development
• Rural Development, Agriculture, 

& Natural Resources
• Housing, Community 

Development and Veterans
• Labor and Workplace Standards
• Commerce and Gaming
• Consumer Protection and 

Business



• Early Learning and K12 Education
• Transportation
• Environment, Energy and Technology
• Health and Long-Term Care
• Agriculture, Water, Natural Resources 

and Parks
• Ways and Means
• Law and Justice
• Housing Stability and Affordability
• Financial Institutions, Economic 

Development & Trade

• State Government, Tribal Relations 
and Elections

• Behavioral Health Subcommittee to 
Health and Long-Term Care

• Higher Education and Workforce 
Development

• Human Services, Reentry and 
Rehabilitation

• Labor & Commerce
• Local Government
• Special Committee on Economic 

Recovery
• Rules



◗Public Hearing
◗Executive Session – committee 

votes on whether to send bill 
to fiscal committee or floor

Sign Up for Emails 
on Committee Meetings
https://public.govdelivery.com/account
s/WALEG/subscriber/new

https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/WALEG/subscriber/new


www.leg.wa.gov

http://www.leg.wa.gov/
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• Electronic sign-in – Kiosks in Cherburg and JLOB
• Check on committee rules re: handouts / presentation materials
• Sit up front / don’t waste time walking to table
• When called up to testify:

• Introduce yourself and who you are representing
• Be brief (2 minutes) and focus comments on the bill; provide more detail in writing if 
necessary
• Use plain language (nobody knows what distraint means)
• If testifying in opposition/with concerns clearly state why AND what changes would allow 
you to support the bill, if any.
• Thank the committee

• If unable to testify in person, email chair and committee members, cc: staff



◗Public Hearing
◗Executive Session – committee votes on whether to  

send bill to floor

•Fiscal committees not interested in hearing  
testimony about the policy aspects of bill



◗Determines flow of bills to House or Senate Floor

◗Does not hold public hearings, but public 
can attend

Underestimated importance – many a bill dies 
here



◗“House of Origin” – wherever the bill 
originated – whether House or Senate

◗House Floor Calendar 
https://app.leg.wa.gov/far/House/Ca
lendar

◗Senate Floor Calendar -
https://app.leg.wa.gov/far/Senate/Ca
lendar

https://app.leg.wa.gov/far/House/Calendar
https://app.leg.wa.gov/far/Senate/Calendar


◗Policy Committee
◗Fiscal Committee?
◗Rules
◗Floor

◗If bill is amended by opposite house, house of origin must concur with 
amendments or ask the second chamber to recede from the 
amendments

◗If differences unresolved, a conference committee may be called.
Their agreement must be adopted by both houses.





◗May veto sections; override requires 2/3 
vote

◗Bill signings – Picture with Governor . . . 
and  free pen!

◗Bill signing schedule:

◗https://www.governor.wa.gov/office-governor/official-
actions/ bill-action

http://www.governor.wa.gov/office-governor/official-actions/


https://vimeo.com/275724083



◗Select
◗“Bill Information”
◗Get notifications  on 
specific bills

◗Find info on  fiscal 
impact

http://www.leg.wa.gov/


https://leg.wa.gov/LIC/Documents/EducationAndInformation/Guide%20to%20L
awmaking.pdf

https://leg.wa.gov/LIC/Documents/EducationAndInformation/Guide%20to%20Lawmaking.pdf

